The Final Chapter:

On December 15, 2000, USARSA closed itsdoorsafter adignified ceremony before Ridgway Hall at Fort Benning.
USARSA trained 45,331 studentswhilelocated in Panamaand an additional 14,540 studentsduring thefina 15 yearsat
Fort Benning, Georgia. TheHelicopter School Battalion counts 1861 trained studentsunder the USARSA flag.!® Louis
Caldera, Secretary of the Army, explained that “ the decision to closethe US Army School of the Americaswasadifficult
one becausethe school and itsgraduates have done so much to foster aspirit of cooperation throughout the hemisphere.
But asour region turnsto facethe new chalengesof the 21 Century, it istimeto moveforward by closing one successful
chapter inthe story of our cooperation and mutual interchange, and open anew and different one. Thisnew ingtitutewill
providethe necessary training to assi st the nations of Latin Americatofulfill their peace processcommitmentsandto help
democracy takeroot and flourishinthisnew century.”®* The defeat of the Communist revol ution and the dramatic trang-
tionto civilian democraciesthroughout the hemisphere aretestimony to thelong-term efforts of the soldiers, satesmen, and
diplomatswho emulated the motto of the U.S. Army School of the Americasthrough thedifficult years of the Cold War
anditsimmediate aftermath—

uUNO PARA TODOS Y TODOS PARA UNo

The last Command and General Staff Officer Course to graduate from the
U.S. Army School of the Americas -- 8 December 2000.
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